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Unit VII Social Structures Worksheet
	Complete the chart, comparing and contrasting the different sociological perspectives on important social institutions like family, religion, education, and health. Provide a brief description of what each of the views says about the social institution. Then, discuss which view you think applies best for each of the social institutions. 
	Social institutions or structures
	The functionalist view of this structure
	Conflict view of this structure 
	Interactionist view of this structure
	Discuss the view you think best applies to the structure

	Family





	It is the primary building unit of the society where the young are taught the fundamental social relations within them and the community. 
	The family drives and keeps the social inequality status by maintaining the status quo by inheritance.
	Family rejuvenates bonds through shared moments and activities. 
	The best view of the structure is its functionality as a building block of society through social relation.

	Religion





	Religion is the building block to stability and social order. 
	It holds that religion is a human phenomenon which attributes to social inequality by maintaining a global perspective that grounds oppression.
	The view perceives religion on the ways through which people interpret religious symbols and experiences 
	The best view is the theory of the interaction which sees religion as the ways by which people read religious symbols and experiences.

	U.S. healthcare system





	Adequate medical care for society creates a stable environment for the community to develop.
	It looks at illness, healthcare, and wellness as constructed social perceptions which create inequalities in societies. 
	This view looks at illness in the form of social development instead of a medical condition. 
	The best view is the functionality theory that better healthcare creates a stable environment for the development of society.

	Marriage



	Marriage holds the basic social unit of society and a necessity for the stability of the community.  
	Power disputes between men and women brew the conflicting view on marriage.
	Marriage is based on meanings which help grow emotional bonds through shared activities. 
	The best view is the conflict theory where men always benefit the most which create conflicts.
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